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Bank stabilization on the Waugh’s River below Murdoch Bridge

Chairman’s Report

Our eighth season is over and I know that this will be my last
Chairman’s message. John O’Hearn has agreed to assume the
position of Co-Chair. Rather than review past achievements, I would
like to look forward. I look forward to the continued support and cooperation of our funding partners and the local community.
I hope that our group continues to provide meaningful summer
employment to a very select group of students.
Our committee and senior staff take pride in mentoring tomorrow’s
community leaders.
I look forward to our new Fish Friends Program allowing elementary
students to experience the wonder of fish eggs hatching and the joy
of releasing the young fish in our local rivers.
I look forward to our Fencing Program assisting local area farmers to
better manage our water resources.
I look forward to the North Colchester River Restoration Committee
continuing to attract a high caliber of members. It is their
commitment that enhances the quality of our resources.
The new initiatives this year are a testament to the value
of new ideas brought to the table by our volunteers.
Lastly, I look forward to the fish ladder at The Falls opening up 13
kms of new salmon spawning habitat. It is our hope that twice as
many salmon will soon be swimming upstream under Murdoch’s
Bridge. Finally it is my hope that I will catch and release a salmon in
our waters.
I hope to see you on the river.
Allan C. Bonnyman

The History of our Project

2008 will be our eight season. Our objective remains the same, to
restore rivers that have had their fish habitat degraded. This
degradation has been caused by rapid runoff in the river’s upper
reaches and pool degradation in their middle and lower reaches. This
is caused by erosion and sediment deposition. Similar projects, such
as the West River Project in Antigonish County have been very
successful. The French River is of importance to the conservation of
the Tatamagouche Watershed: All of the Village water is derived from
this area. The restoration and enhancement of the Rivers and Brooks
in this area will help to keep the Watershed intact and to restore and
conserve the Water supply for Tatamagouche.
Back in 1999 Maritimes and Northeast Pipeline had to make several
river crossings in our watershed. The company used both wet and
dry crossing techniques. As a result, Maritimes and Northeast Pipeline
wanted to initiate a fish habitat restoration/enhancement program.
Their river crossing was in the lower reaches of the French River
where the fish are migratory. The intention of this program was to
work on the middle and uppers reaches of the river where habitat
enhancement will have the greatest effects. Our program had its
start and our work continues.

River Restoration 2007

Work this year was primarily on the Yellow Brook and on the
Chambers Brook. Progress was good and a total of 64 structures
consisting of wing deflectors and digger logs were built. In addition,
one culvert was restored for a total 10,896 sqm.
As is always the case our efforts are focused on keeping the
watershed intact and to restoring and conserving the water supply
for Tatamagouche.
On the Waugh's River and the Donaldson Mill Brook we continued
our bank stabilization activities with the placement of armour rock on
612.5 sqm

New Initiatives
2007 has been an exciting year for initiating new projects and
working with new partners.

Fish Friends Program

For this project we partnered with the North Shore Community
Health Board. It was their funding that allowed us to join the Atlantic
Salmon Federation's Fish Friends Program. Tatamagouche
Elementary has joined the ranks of over 500 schools participating in
this enriching and interactive program.
The Fish Friends Program is intended to teach important lessons
about Atlantic Salmon. Salmon eggs will be incubated in an
aquarium and students will be able to monitor their growth until they
release the salmon into our local rivers.
Our committee hopes that through the implementation of this
program we will provide a positive learning experience to the youth
of our community and that they will become role models and
ambassadors for the promotion of wellness within the youth
community and the conservation of our ecosystems.

The Fish Ladder at The Falls

Salmon and Brown trout that enter the Waugh’s River have
been unable to move upstream past The Falls. With major
funding and support of Fisheries and Oceans Canada this will
soon be rectified. The ladder will soon be integrated into the
steep water flow at The Falls. This will allow spawning fish
to access another 13 kms of the Waugh’s River all the way
to Earltown Lake. This is not simply a one way trip. The
hatching of juvenile fish will substantially increase and in
time they will make their way back to the ocean. Without
doubt this will be most important improvement our project
has co partnered.

The Nova Scotia Youth Conservation Corps (NSYCC),

Partnering with NS Environment and Labour our project took on

two students this year. Funding from NSYCC made this possible.
During the past 16 years the NSYCC has provided over 1900 young
Nova Scotians with the opportunity to enhance their own
appreciation of the environment while developing their leadership
and employment skills.

The Fencing Program

Rural communities have become increasingly aware of the impact
that livestock operations can have on the natural environment. The
purpose of our fencing project was to enhance the quality of riparian
areas in the French River Watershed and local drinking water for the
community of Tatamagouche. Our Project partnered with local
farmers and with financial support from Environment Canada
(EcoAction), Tatamagouche Water Utility and NS Adopt a Stream,
fences were erected to prevent the cattle from entering rivers within
the watershed. At the same time alternate drinking facilities were
installed for the livestock.

North Colchester River Restoration Project
Financial Report 2007

Income
Balance Forward
Sponsors

426.44
48,409.23

48,835.67

Expenses
Supervision & Labour

20,098.66

Materials

2,053.80

Fish Friends

1,500.00

Armour Rock

20,698.98

Fencing
Miscellaneous

4,268.71
623.33
49,243.48

Balance

-407.81

Jamie Foote & Crew
Jamie Foote, Jon Riley, Jarvis Mingo, Scott Pankhurst, Jeffrey Bonnyman, Tyler Fraser

This Year’s Sponsors
Municipality of Colchester
The Nova Scotia Youth Conservation Corps
Environment Canada / EcoAction
Human Resources Development Canada
Nova Scotia Power
Nova Scotia Salmon Association / Adopt a Stream
The North Shore Community Health Board
Tatamagouche Water Utility

Michael Moves On to New Challenges

All committees have members that are dedicated.
A few members go the extra mile.
Whether on the river or at the board table
Michel Kittilsen has always demonstrated a passion for the fish
and a determination to enhance the quality of our North Colchester
Rivers.
Good Luck Michael with your future challenges.
Thank you for your contribution to our committee.

